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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VIII is not sufficient) 

Continuation of Box No: m 

1. • Claims 1 - 16, 25 - 29, 46, 47 & 5 1 ~ 55 are directed towards methods of managing or selecting resources for 

use in a histological tissue processor, in which the tissue processor comprises at least one retort that is fluidly 
connected to a reagent source via a valve. It is considered that the selection of a reagent based on its 
group/type/station, availability or purity conq>rises a first "special techmcal feature". 

2. Claims 17 - 24, 48 - 50 & 59 are directed towards methods of scheduling processing protocols of a 
histological tissue processor, in which the tissue processor comprises at least two retorts that are fluidly 
connected to a reagent source via a valve. It is considered that the scheduling of processing protocols 
comprises a second special techmcal feature. 

3. Claims 30 - 35 & 56 are directed towards the management of Ihermal resources in a histological tissu^e 
processor, in which the tissue processor comprises at least one retort thtat is fluidly connected to a reagent 
source via a valve. It is considered that the management of thermal resources and heating power states 
comprises a third special technical feature. 

) - 

4. Claims 36 - 42 & 57 are directed towards the control of heaters in a histological tissue processor in which the 
tissue processor comprises at least one retort that is fluidly connected to a reagent source via a valve. It is 
considered that the selection of a heating algorithm based on the number of readings/fill state/location 
comprises a forth special technical feature. 

5. Claims 43 - 45 & 58 are directed toward the acceleration of a histological tissue process. It is considered that 
the heating of a selected component to a desired temperature (as sensed by a temperature sensor) con^ses a 
fifth special technical feature. 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, th.at is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together groups 1 - 4 is 
a tissue processor comprising at least one retort that is fluidly connected to a reagent source via a valve. However this 
concept is not novel in the light of WO 2003/029845 (VISION BIOSYSTEMS LIMITED) 10 April 2003. Therefore 
these claims lack unity a posteriori. 

Group 5 does not share any technical relationship with the other groups of claizns and hence lacks unity a priori. 
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